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Probably tlie most devastating of the complexes is the Oedipus-complex. This has its .origin in earliest childhood and consists of an over-attachment of the son to the mother, which in its true form is accompanied by a feeling of jealousy toward the father, whose claim upon the mother's affections is resented by the young would-be rival. These tendencies are often noticed by parents, to whom this display of babyish jealousy is amusing. Of course, they are unaware of the possibilities for future con-* sequences of a dire nature that are bound up in the situation if it is not normally outgrown, rather than repressed. Considering our modern customs which sanction much coddling of the child by its mother, there is perhaps a trace of the Oedipus-complex in most children, but in normal cases, as they develop into adolescence, there is a breaking away from these infantile attachments. Other children, however, never put aside these childhood feelings and attachments, but carry them throughout life repressed in the Unconscious. These persons become neurotics, as the repressed complex furnishes an underlying basis for psychoneuroses and